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Cooper Hewitt,
Smithsonian

Design Museum
Saturated: The Allure
and Science of Color

Saturated: The Allure and Science of Color
explores the history and application

of color theory through more than 190
objects dating from antiquity to the pres-
ent day. “The exhibition draws on the
extraordinary collections of Smithsonian
Libraries and Cooper Hewitt to examine
how design advances our understanding
of what can be achieved when we experi-
ment and innovate with color,” says Caroline
Baumann, director of Cooper Hewitt.

The exhibition explores the allure that
color has held for artists, philosophers,
and scientists—like Isaac Newton, whose
1704 color and light treatise Opticks is on
view, and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
whose 1810 Theory of Colors directly chal-
lenged Newton’s earlier hypotheses. As
this cast of luminaries suggests, Saturated
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covers fascinating territory, revealing

the history and process behind product
design, subway wayfinding, industrial
standardization, consumer culture, the
production of dyes and pigments, and
optical perception.(Taking examples from
the trend consultingagency PeclersParis
and its biannual Colors Trend Book, visitors
can make their own color palettes with

an interactive display.

Cooper Hewitt’s commitment to histor-
ical and contemporary design is captured
in this illuminating exhibition, which builds
on Colorina New Light, a 2016-17 show at
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
Natural History in Washington, D.C. Today,
designers and philosophers are applying the
history of color theory as a foundation for
future innovative designs and ideas. —C.S.

Among the colorful pieces
on view (clockwise from
top): Tiffany & Co.'s
Peacock Vase, ca. 1901,
Josef Albers's Homage

to the Square print,

1965; a lithograph poster
by Victor Moscoso for

the Blues Project, 1967

SMITHSOMIAN DESIGN M

Wit

TESY COOPER HE

COLUR


CALVAREZ
Texte surligné 


[HER e

Vi~

W N eee !mm!

H’Mwwmﬂﬂ

=2

B

LiA]

AAAAA

.........

v“T[ i
Huivai

*miiﬁmﬂmm"!'

" " " “NI B EEREY WSS GEIRN E BSEED O

il
M

5= |23 W il
BAmIE ZE (= .°§;;; e G
Sl 1121 P
T
i3 £3 ¢
g X & N ] q N ﬂ :Qi
EETEERELEE 4| -r
PEREELEEEE
HSadh 4 | lu.i ';“v m
A 1ai al EEERED

liliilll

“““g.-‘ug.. '||" lI!l

T
= T Y

Clockwise from top

left: Apple's jelly-bean-
like iMac, 1999; the
3D-printed Tall Green
Bloom Urn by Michael
Eden, 2012; David
Tisdale's Picnic Flatware,
1986; a lithograph
poster designed by
Fanette Mellier, 2008
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